The Verge iPhone 17 Pro Max Review 2025: Is It Worth the Hype?

The iPhone 17 Pro Max, released in 2025, continues Apple’s tradition of offering cutting-edge technology in a sleek, user-
friendly design. As always, the release haos stirred excitement among tech enthusiosts, with many eagerly awaiting
reviews to determine if this model lives up to the expectations set by its predecessors. In this review, we'll dive into the
features, performance, and improvements of the iPhone 17 Pro Max, exploring what sets it apart from other
smartphones and whether it truly deserves the title of the best iPhone yet.
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Design and Display: A Premium Look and Feel

The iPhone 17 Pro Mox’s design is immediately recognizable as part of Apple’s high-end lineup, with a polished stainless
steel frame and a glossy, ceramic shield glass front. Apple has retained the large 6.7-inch display, but with a few
notable upgrades. The OLED display has improved color accuracy and higher brightness, making it easier to use in
bright sunlight. One of the standout features is the ProMotion 120Hz refresh rate, which makes navigation and gaming
smoother than ever before.

The overall design is sleek and minimalist, with the iconic notch now replaced by a small, less intrusive pill-shaped
cutout for the front camera and Face ID sensors. This subtle shift provides a more immersive experience, with more
screen real estate for content consumption.

Another key change in this year's model is the improved durability. The iPhone 17 Pro Maox is rated for even better woter
and dust resistance, making it a more robust option for users who are often on the go or prone to accidents.

Performance: Powered by the A18 Bionic Chip

Under the hood, the iPhone 17 Pro Max is powered by the new A18 Bionic chip, which promises improved performance
across the board. Whether you're multitasking, running graphics-intensive apps, or gaming, the A18 chip delivers faster
processing speeds while maintaining efficiency. Benchmark tests reveal that the iPhone 17 Pro Max outperforms its
competition in many areas, particularly in gaming and augmented reality applications.

One of the key improvements with the A18 Bionic is its power efficiency. Apple has managed to increase performance
without sacrificing battery life, which is a major concern for power users. In fact, the iPhone 17 Pro Mox offers up to 20
hours of video playback, a notable increase over previous models. For most users, this means they can comfortably get
through a full day of heavy use without needing to recharge.

Camera System: Photographic Excellence

The iPhone 17 Pro Max introduces an upgraded camera system, with a focus on enhancing the photogrophic experience
for both casual photographers and professionals. The rear camera array now features a 48MP primary sensor, an
ultrawide lens, and a telephoto lens with 3x optical zoom. Apple has also introduced advanced computational
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photography features, allowing users to capture stunning photos in all lighting conditions.

Night mode has been improved, offering better low-light performance, and the new deep fusion technology ensures
sharper details and more accurate colors, especially in challenging lighting. The 48MP primary sensor, combined with
improved software, allows users to capture highly detailed images with rich color and minimal noise. The telephoto lens,
with its 3x optical zoom, provides excellent versatility, allowing users to get closer to the action without sacrificing
image quality.

On the video front, the iPhone 17 Pro Max can shoot in 4K Dolby Vision HDR, delivering incredible video quality with
vibrant colors and exceptional dynamic range. The addition of ProRes video recording ot 60fps means that content
creators can now shoot professional-grade videos directly from their phone.

Battery Life and Charging Extended Use with Fast Charging

Battery life is always a mojor consideration for smartphone users, and Apple has made significant strides in the iPhone
17 Pro Max. Thanks to the power efficiency of the A18 Bionic chip, along with a larger battery, the iPhone 17 Pro Maox
offers up to 20% more battery life compared to its predecessor, the iPhone 16 Pro Max. This translates to more screen
time for activities like browsing, watching videos, and gaming.

In terms of charging, the iPhone 17 Pro Max supports fast charging via USB-C, allowing it to charge up to 50% in just 30
minutes with a compatible charger. Wireless charging is also supported, with the device able to charge wirelessly at
15W speeds using Apple’'s MagSafe system. For users looking to minimize charging times, the iPhone 17 Pro Max is one
of the best options available on the market.

Software and Features: iOS 18 Takes Center Stage

The iPhone 17 Pro Max runs on iOS 18, Apple's latest operating system. iOS 18 introduces a host of new features
designed to improve the overall user experience. One of the biggest changes is the introduction of enhanced widgets
and lock screen customizations, giving users more control over how their home screens and notifications appear.
There's also a new focus on privacy, with Apple adding more robust privacy controls and transparency features that
allow users to have a better understanding of how their data is being used.

Additionally, iOS 18 brings improvements to Siri, including better voice recognition and a more conversational interface.
The operating system also includes deeper integration with Apple's ecosystem, making it easier to use the iPhone in
conjunction with other Apple devices like the iPad, Mac, and Apple Watch.

Price and Storage Options: How Much Does the iPhone 17 Pro Max Cost?

The iPhone 17 Pro Mox is available in several storage configurations, ranging from 128GB to a massive 1TB option,
allowing users to choose the model that best fits their needs. Prices start at $1,199 for the base 128GB model, with the
highest storage variant priced at $1,899. The iPhone 17 Pro Max is certainly a premium device, ond its price reflects that,
but the value it offers in terms of performance, comera quality, and battery life is hard to ignore.
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Should You Buy the iPhone 17 Pro Max?

In conclusion, the iPhone 17 Pro Mox is one of the most powerful and feature-packed smartphones on the market in
2025. With its stunning design, excellent camera system, top-tier performance, and long-lasting battery, it's a device
that's likely to appeal to both loyal Apple fans and new customers alike. If you're looking for a premium smartphone that
offers cutting-edge technology, the iPhone 17 Pro Max is definitely worth considering.

However, it's important to note that the iPhone 17 Pro Max is a high-end device, and its price may not be justified for
users who don't need all the bells and whistles. If youre happy with an iPhone from a few years ago, or if you don't
prioritize photograophy or gaming performance, you may be better off opting for a more budget-friendly model.

Overall, the iPhone 17 Pro Max continues Apple’s legacy of delivering premium smartphones with the latest features
and cutting-edge performance. If you're looking for the best of the best in 2025, this iPhone is definitely one to consider.
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